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Commercial

Eastern promise

One of the world's first pore able Java-based banking selutions is ready to refl in the
Unites Arab Emirates courdesy of Habib Bank Ag

Trial runs: hPLUS has been
piloted in 11 branches across
the UAE and Oman

Dubai is niot the most likely place to
eticounter a Jwuiss band Inthe case
of Hahib Banlk AG, however, all can
be explained.

The bank's roots go back to India
| where, more than a century ago,
family banking business known as
Hahih Bank Ltd was established.
With the advent of Partition in 1947,
the banlk 'migrated' to Paldstan,
playitig at impottant role it the
county's foundation. Habib Bank
grew to have 2,000 branches in
Paldstan, plus another 60 overseas,
atid i 1974, was brought under state
cotitrol. It remains Palkistan's largest
bank.

Howewver, the founding fatily had
previously set up Habib Bank AG in
Zutich, and in the wake of
nationalization, they begat to
develop the hanl's conunercial
| operations. Specializing in trade
| finatice, Habib hank AG today has
| 35 braniches; its bases include the
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UAE, Oman, 21 Lanka, the UE the
113 and a mumber of African nations.

Habib Bank's information
technology is managed from Dubal,
I 1995, hawing run its operations
initially on localized PCs, the hank
installed a TCP/IP-based WAN, with
adunfSybase platfiorm as the back
end. Bun servers have been steadily
introduced it the bank's branches.
Today they tun in five countries; an
Ha Enterprize 6000 has recently
been installed in the TAE.

Back in 1995, however, Habib Bank
was eager to develop a streamlined
banking system, but had
teservations about how the solution
showld be handled at the front end.

"There were many client-server
tools available, but all of them
seemed to require Fatter and fatter
clients," says Reza Hahib, cheif
executive/vice president Habib Bank
&G "If we were to make use of these
tools, we would have to invest in all
those fat clients, and grven the pace
of change, they would he outdated
before out banking solution was
even ready. 30 we asked ourselves:
how caty we maintain all oue PCs -
starting with the most ancient 286z -
atid havwe them co-exst in one big
system?"

The perfect match
Hahib and his teatn decided there
was only one answert: they would
write theit own object-based
latigaage, which would in turn
eniable them to write the flextble
hanking apphication they had in
mind. B0 somme six months priot to
Java's announcement, they set to
work on a task that was ultimately to
bring them much closer to Sun.
Unaware of developments in
California, the bank created a
platform-independent language
called hPLITE and, using that
latigaage, set about creating a
modhilar banking package, which
goes by the same natme. Towards the
erud of last weat, howewvet, they
dizcovered Java, and were amazed to
finnd howr clogely it resembled the
product they had written themselves.
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"WWe couldn't heliehe what we were
seeing. " says Habib. "Our language
is based on a microkernel which
matches data from the back end
with instractions - op-code - and
delivers it to the front end where 1t
explodes and runs. 3o, our kernel is
analogmis to the Java wirtual
machine, and the forms we write at
the back end are sitvilar to Java
applets.”

A break with tradition

There was only one thing to do:
port WPLUS to Java. "We looked at
Tawa annd fell in love with it - it was
just the tool we needed," Habib
says. "It is a really elegant
language. And the advantage for us
i the fature 1s that we won't have
to think about enhaneing our own
latiguage. Java has become a
standard, so Sun will take care of
that."

allowed us to do away with
intethtanch reconciliation, so the
more branches you have, the bigger
the benefits of the package."

"Using hPLITE, wou can do
transactions involving multiple
cutrencies, with wultiple donors and
recipients, across different time
zones, without the need for
reconciliation” he adds,

The Tava wersion of hPLUE has
now been piloted it 11 branches
actoss the TAE and Oman, using an
Enterprize 4000 as the host. The
ordy reguitement at the client end iz
the Java-enabled browser. "In the
future we will be able to run hPLUS
ovet either our intranet or the
Internet," Habib says. "Ho long as
wou have a browser, the front end
platform can vary. Jun's Tavadtation
and its picolava clips are widening
the options still further to
smartphones and handkeld devices.

hPLUS is atmong the wotld's first
portable Java-based banking
solutions. Based on a core of 55
modules, the package offers around
1,000 options, which can be used to
deliver home and Internet banking
services of tun as a full- blown
banking system.

Hahib's system differs in
philosophy from many traditional
banking packages. Rather than
usihg a four-stage processing
model, which meatis transactions
are not posted on the system for at
least 24 hours, hPLUS is based ona
two-stage process, updating
records as transactions take place.

"Transactions ate comnitted at
both ends simultaneously, so
everything is visible on the system,
and authorisation processes are
carried out subsequently at the
core," says Habib, "That has
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hPLUS is fully fledged Java
application, so you will be able to
run it on abmost anything !
Although always intended for the
bank's internal use, Habib now
helieves the package could have
widet appeal: "It is hegining to look
wety commercial. Bince we are a
niche playet, we don't compete with
major banks, so it would be quite
possible for us to market it to them."
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