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Iddle East is ready for Java, says Sun

Business across the Middle East
are racing to deploy Java baged
applications atnd Metwork
Computers, according to Sun
Ilicrosystems. Sun's regional head
office in Dubal claims that at least
10 compatdes it the GOC region are
petforming pilot tests on Metwork
Computers, and estimates the
cuttenit base of Java developers to
be more than 500, "Comgparies in
the Iiiddle East are quick to
recongize that the market iz mowving
i1 that direction. The lewel of
enthiasiasm and the mereasing level
of expettize across the region is
extrettiely encouraging," Ellie
Warner | matketing manager, Jun
Ilicrosystems Middle East told
ACH exclusively

"Companies in the Middle East are
quick to recognise that the market i=
mawing in the Jawa direction. "
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"One of the most notable Tava
enthusiasts has to be Habib Bank in
Duabiad. They have recently
completed an implementation in
which they have totally redesigned
thei hardwrare and software
wifrastractures, developed new Java
based applications, and ate now
matuung o a nebwork that is entirely
front ended with JTava " Warner
added.

"And the best thing about Java iz
itz cross-platform availability, Not
oty iz Habib munning its own in-
house developed applications, nat it
iz also looking at selling them on as
genetic third party banling
applications, becanse they will
literally s angrwhere," Warner told
Arabian Computer News,

sSun Mlictosyetem used Oracle
Dpetn Wotld in Vienna recently as a
platform to demonstrate the success
that JTawa has enjoyed around the
wotld it its short life span. Arabian
Computer Mews has told that there
are currently 400,000 Java
devvelopers i the woild - as many as
they are thosedeveloping on the
Windows platform. Sun itrvented
Tava twro ywears ago with a specific
task i mand, but the explosion of the
Internet led to the rapid and
widespread adoption of JTava as an
application builder.

"WWith that catne an avalanche.
et the past two years, 129 books

ot Java have been wiitten in
English, and hundreds have been
written it many other langnages.
Thete are another 140 books in
production at this titme," Heltrat
Exings, wice president, Sun
Microsystems Central Europe told
Arabian Mews in Vietima,

"&tthe same time he
dewelopment world has acquired
Tava knowledze. With 400,000
application developers wotkitng in
Tawa, we thund: that there are going
to be maty new players in the
software industry," he added.

"Considering that Jawa iz only
around two years old, the lewel of
adoption, development, and
deployment it the region is
staggering, and we'te obviously
wery pleased abiowt that. But one
challenge that we are now faced
with is the fact that Javais
becoming Known as a generic
programining 1 anouage, and we are
having to take steps to ensure that
the Sun branding atnd JTava
branding remain together," Warner
told Arabian Computer Hews.

To tackle this problem, Sun
Middle East is targeting high lewel
pxecutives across the region for
reglar fortrdghtly java brealfasts
it which Sun will enhance the
bratding through technology
updates and presentations over the
tiext. fewr months.
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